
 

Years 3 and 4: Thursday, April 30 

 

TASK 1: LITERACY  

Approx: 30 mins 

 Behind the News –Questions for the Prime Minister 
 

Note to Parents/Guardians:  
This video on Behind the News (ABC) is a Q and A session with Prime Minister Scott Morrison where kids ask the 
questions. It might be a great way for your child to hear what is going on from the ‘boss’ of our country. Your child will 
need a device to watch the clip at https://www.abc.net.au/btn/newsbreak/btn-newsbreak-20200413/12145172 
 

Activity:  
 You are going to watch a short Behind the News (ABC 
Education) video where our Prime Minister, Scott Morrison, 
answers questions from children about the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
Before you watch it, write 3 questions (more if you have) 
you have about COVID-19? 
1. 
2. 
3. 
 
Watch the Behind the News clip where Mr  Morrison answers questions from kids that they’ve sent in. View this at 
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/newsbreak/btn-newsbreak-20200413/12145172 
 
Did this video answer any questions you had? 
Did it create any further questions for you? 
Now, write 3 questions you would like to ask the Prime Minister if he did another one of these sessions; 
1. 
2. 
3. 
 
What are you most looking forward to when the restrictions from COVID-19 are lifted? 
 
 

Curriculum Links:  
English – Literacy – Interpreting, analysing and evaluating 
Year 3: Use comprehension strategies to build literal and inferred meaning and begin to evaluate texts by drawing on 
a growing knowledge of context, text structures and language features.  
Year 4: Use comprehension strategies to build literal and inferred meaning to expand content knowledge, integrating 
and linking ideas and analysing and evaluating texts. 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.abc.net.au/btn/newsbreak/btn-newsbreak-20200413/12145172
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/newsbreak/btn-newsbreak-20200413/12145172


TASK 2: LITERACY  
Approx: 30 mins 

 

Spelling – Homophones 
 

Note to Parents/Guardians:  
This is a straightforward spelling activity for the children. The worksheets are contained in the Appendix and don’t 
need to be printed off, they can be done in workbooks or just on paper. 
 

Activity: 
A homophone is a word that is pronounced the same as another word but differs in meaning. A homophone may also 
differ in spelling. The two words may be spelled the same, such as rose and rose, or differently, such as carat and 
carrot, or to, two, and too. 
 
Complete the homophones sheet in the Appendix on there, their and they’re. 
Complete the second homophones sheet in the Appendix using a range of words. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Curriculum Links:  
English – Language – Phonics and word knowledge 
Years 3 and Year 4: using meaning and context to determine the spelling of homophones, for example ‘there’ and 
‘their’; ‘no’ and ‘know’. 

 

BREAK: 30 minutes 

 



TASK 3: MATHEMATICS  

Approx: 40 mins 

Card Games 
 

Note to Parents/Guardians:  
These are some good mathematical card games you can play with a simple deck of cards which you will need to play. 
They will need a sibling or parent to play some of these games with. 
 

Activity: 
You are going to play some card games to practise your mathematical skills. Card games are a fun, easy way to 
practise different maths skills and are fun to play with someone. They are also great to play in the car or other places 
where you don’t have a lot to do and want to do something fun. Choose 2 of these games to play. 
 
Maths games to play with an ordinary deck of cards:  
 
1. Nifty 50 (2 players) 
This game is great to develop logical thinking and problem solving, review 
two digit addition and subtraction regrouping, and is fun!  
The object is to come up with a math equation that has a sum or 
difference closest to the number 50.  
First player to five points is the winner! 
Deal all the cards between all the players. Each player turns over four cards 
and makes a two digit + two digit number sentence or two digit – two digit 
number sentences that has a solution that is closest to 50.  
The equation that is closest to 50 gets one point. IF you can create an 
equation that is exactly 50, it’s worth 2 points. If both players have the 
same answer, no one gets a point. 
During play, aces are worth 1, and face cards (K,Q, J, 10)  are worth 0, other cards are the value on the card. After the 
cards are used, they are put in a discard pile.  
You can play five rounds with two players in a group, but it can easily be up to four players with two decks of cards.  
 
2. Make Ten Solitaire (1-2 players) 
This game is traditionally played as solitaire, but can easily be modified for two players. It allows younger 
kids to be able to practice their math facts to 10. 
Deal the cards into three rows of five face up, the rest are in a pile face down to the side. If you can add 
two cards that equal the sum of 10, you collect the cards. New cards are dealt into the holes that were 
left from the cards that were picked up.  
Face cards (K,Q, J, 10) can only be picked up if you have a matching pair.  
If you are playing the solitaire version, you win if you can pick up all the cards in the entire deck without getting stuck! 
If you are playing with two players, and there are no more moves to be made, the player with the most cards at that 
time is the winner. 
 
3. 21 (2-4 players) 
The object of this game is to be the closest to 21 without going over!  
Each player is dealt two cards to start. Each player has the option to take another card to attempt to improve their 
hand to the number 21.  
Face cards (K,Q, J, 10) are worth 10. 
If a player goes over or “bust” they get 0 points. If they are the closest to 21 without going over, they get 1 point. If 
there is a tie, all the players that are tied get 1 point.  
If they get 21 on the first 2 cards dealt, they get 2 points. First player to 10 points wins. 
 
4. Basic fast facts practice 
Give your flash cards a rest and practice facts with math card games instead. Simply lay down two cards from the 
deck (remove the face cards first) and add, subtract, or multiply them. Kids can work on this alone, or you can make it 
a contest to see who can call out the correct answer first. 
 
 



5. Go Fish- 10s facts 
In this version of Go Fish, children are fishing for pairs that add up to 10. Have them ask: “I have a 2. Do you have an 8 
to make 10?” Change aces to 1 for this game and leave face cards out entirely. 
Extension:  
Times tables: Students to listen, read or write out times tables for 10 minutes. 
 

Curriculum Links:  
Mathematics – Number and Algebra – Number and place value 
Year 3: Recall addition facts for single-digit numbers and related subtraction facts to develop increasingly efficient 
mental strategies for computation 
Year 4: Develop efficient mental and written strategies and use appropriate digital technologies for multiplication and 
for division where there is no remainder  

 

TASK 4: WELLBEING/HEALTH 

Approx: 30 mins  

The Resilience Project – Empathy 
 

Note to Parents/Guardians:  
The Resilience Project is an amazing resource for parents and carers and educators to use with children. They have 
launched a free new program called ‘TRP @ Home’ for students to do some activities whilst learning remotely. They 
have an information page for parents and carers to use the resources to try and get the full benefit from them with 
your child. Visit http://theresilienceproject.com.au/at-home/?mc_cid=7ef1b4b69b&mc_eid=99bad4d9ce to read 
more about it. Your child will need a device to watch the ‘empathy’ video at https://theresilienceproject.com.au/at-
home/empathy/ 
 

Activity:  
Have you heard of The Resillience Project?  
You are going to learn about what this project is all about to help you improve your overall happiness. 
 
Watch the video on ‘Empathy’ and what it means at 
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/at-home/empathy/ 
 
Complete the activity below; 
 
Activity 1: Don’t Spread Germs, Spread Kindness 

 
 

Coronavirus has brought some challenges with it but the good news is that 
people are very good at dealing with challenges.  
In the past we have dealt with some really big challenges really well so we know 
we can do it. In difficult times there are lots of opportunities to be kind or do 
small things to cheer people up.  You are already being very careful to wash your 
hands extra well which is a great way to help. 
LOOK at the photos below or find your own online of some small acts of 
kindness people are doing at this time. 

 

http://theresilienceproject.com.au/at-home/?mc_cid=7ef1b4b69b&mc_eid=99bad4d9ce
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/at-home/empathy/
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/at-home/empathy/
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/at-home/empathy/


 
 
Explain what the photos are showing and ask why the people 
might have done this particular act. 
What kind things can you do at the moment; 

 in your family 

 for someone from school 

 in your neighbourhood or beyond? 

Make a list as a family. 
Some ideas might include; write get well cards, write thank you cards for nurses, supermarkets, make care packages, 
facetime with their grandparents, follow the rules, check on neighbours that live alone. 

 
Source: https://theresilienceproject.com.au/at-home/ 
 

Curriculum Links:  
Health and Physical Education – Personal, Social and Community Health – Communicating and interacting for 
health and wellbeing 
Years 3 and 4: Describe how respect, empathy and valuing diversity can positively influence relationships. 
 

 

 

LUNCH: 60 minutes  

 

 

TASK 5: HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Approx: 30 mins  

Bullying – No Way! 
 

Note to Parents/Guardians:  
Online safety is going to be more important than ever at this time of remote learning. Look at this website with your 
child and discuss what you would do in the different situations and what their responsibilities are when online. Your 
child will need to watch the videos on a device. 
 

Activity: 
We all know that online bullying is not OK and you need to ask for help if something is happening to you. 
 

https://theresilienceproject.com.au/at-home/


Go to the following website https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/ForKids/GamesAndApps/Pages/Videos.aspx# and watch 
this ‘I get bullied online’ video. At the end of the video go through the options as to what he should do. 
 
Watch some of the videos on this page and discuss with your parents. 
Have you ever had something unkind happen to you? If you did, what would you do? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Curriculum Links:  
Health and Physical Education – Personal, Social and Community Health – Communicating and interacting for 
health and wellbeing 
Year 3 and 4: Describe how respect, empathy and valuing diversity can positively influence relationships. 
 

 

BREAK: 30 minutes 

 

 

TASK 6: VISUAL ARTS 
Approx: 45 mins 

Let’s Make a Dream Bird 
 

Note to Parents/Guardians:  
This is a great Mother’s Day present/craft idea that Dads can be in charge of!  
All you need is the template printed in colour, scissors and glue. If you want to go even further buy a cheap frame to 
frame it. You can print template at https://www.petecromer.com/product/dream-bird-cut-paste-printable/ or it’s 
published in appendix 3 

You will need:  
- Scissors 
- Glue 
- A frame (if you’d like to frame it) 

 
Activity: 
You are going to create this beautiful ‘Dream Bird’ as a present for someone 
maybe for Mother’s Day or just a nice gift. 
Mum or Dad need to print the template off at 
https://www.petecromer.com/product/dream-bird-cut-paste-printable/ 
Follow the step-by-step instructions to make your own unique bird. 
 

Curriculum Links:  
The Arts – Visual Arts  
Years 3 and 4: Use materials, techniques and processes to explore visual conventions when making artworks 

 

 

https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/ForKids/GamesAndApps/Pages/Videos.aspx
https://www.petecromer.com/product/dream-bird-cut-paste-printable/
https://www.petecromer.com/product/dream-bird-cut-paste-printable/


SUGGESTED LUNCHTIME ACTIVITIES  

- Face time a friend 

- Make up a song 

- Create a TikTok dance 

- Read a magazine 
 

ADVICE FOR PARENTS/GUARDIANS REGARDING YOUTUBE LINKS 

While YouTube offers some excellent learning resources and we offer suggested links in this material, Kids News cannot 

guarantee the type of advertisements that will pop up while you are watching these clips.  

Please only allow your child to watch the suggested clips with supervision so that you can prevent them seeing the 

advertisements that are not age appropriate.  

 

NOTE FOR PARENTS/GUARDIANS 

These free activities are written by qualified, practising teachers in accordance with/with reference to the Australian 

National Curriculum 2020 and are intended to be used as a guide for parents. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S STORIES 

 

1. Glowing dolphins dance 

through bioluminescent algae   

2. US military releases UFO 

videos to prove they’re real 
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ANSWERS 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 


